CHAPTER V

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CERTAIN CULTURAL
DISTRIBUTIONS

WK shall do well to obtain a clearer idea as to the meaning of the
term Civilization at this point. We have cleared the foundations so to
speak in our brief study of the earth environment, and of the primitive
classes of mankind. Where does civilization start? Is it a function of
race or of culture or of both?

Various definitions of civilization arc current: such as "the state
of human progress since mankind attained sufficient intelligence and
social unity to develop a system of government/*1 Some writers link
the beginnings of civilization with the discovery of the art of writing;
or with the first growth of food crops; the use of metal; etc. We shall
do better to ignore specific criteria, and try to obtain a rapid picture
of the general development of civilization.

Some such summary as is suggested by Morgan's studies of the
growth of civilization2 will help us at this juncture. Briefly he divides
human history into three major divisions. The first is Savagery, the
second Barbarism, the third Civilization. These are broken down into
about a dozen sub-divisions much as in the following table, based on a
discussion by H. S. Williams.

Savagery       I  Speech-using primutcs

II  Kire-using primates

III  Bow and arrow users

Barbarism     IV  Pottery users

V  Domestic animal users

VI   Iron smelters'

Civilization   VII  Users of writing

VIII  Users of printing

IX  Users of steam-engines

Present Trends      X  Humanitarians

XI  Kugenists

XII   Internationalists

It was soon realized by sociologists that the customs of living primi-

the article on "Civilisation" by H. S, Williams in the Encyclopaedia Britannica,
llth ed.f 1911.
2Jacques de Morgan, Prehistoric Man, a General Outline of Prehistory, London,
1924.
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